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Washington -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)&nbsp;                announced today that funding for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance                Program (LIHEAP) has been restored for FY Š99. In July, a House                Appropriations Committee had rescinded the $1.1 billion in advance                funding for FY Š99. Congressman Olver, and other LIHEAP supporters,                held a press conference to fiercely object to the funding cut and                pushed for full restoration of the program. After an intense week                of budget negotiations, Rep. Olver's plight was successful, and                the funding was restored in the massive Omnibus Appropriations Act                for FY 1999.              

"I am very pleased that the funding for LIHEAP has been fully restored.&nbsp;                In western Massachusetts this program has been instrumental in helping                low-income families and senior citizens heat their homes during                our cold New England winters. I will continue to strongly support                programs like LIHEAP which provide basic necessities to disadvantaged                families," Olver said.              

"When over 50% of LIHEAP recipients are elderly or handicapped,                we cannot afford to turn our backs on citizens who need our help                the most," Olver added.              

Last year, LIHEAP funding was able to sustain many elderly and                low income families during the&nbsp; winter. It is estimated that                about 7000 households in New England received LIHEAP assistance.              

The average energy burden of LIHEAP recipient households in the                colder regions like New England is 18.4%, compared to the average                energy burden of all households in the United States at 6.7%. 
               &nbsp; 
               The Omnibus bill was passed by Congress this week and signed by                the President late Wednesday evening. The bill maintained the $1.1                billion for FY Š99 and included $800 million in emergency funding,                as well as $1.1 billion in advanced funding for FY 2000.              

Established in 1981, the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program                provides states and U.S. territories with annual block grants to                operate multi-component home energy assistance program for poor                households.             
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